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of succession. In order to implement the new policy, France
was inconsiderate enough to send out M. Tricou, an
unpleasant consul who had been removed once from Egypt at
the direct request of the Khedive himself. Lord Vivian too
had been recalled and Lascelles was left in charge of the
British Consulate. Lord Salisbury, in his message directing
Lascelles to recommend the Prince to abdicate, gave a lucid
exposition of the late events and of England's policy towards
Egypt:

If Egypt were a country in whose past history the Powers
had no share and to whose future destiny it was possible for
them to be indifferent, their wisest course would be to
renounce at this point all further concern with the relations
between the Egyptian ruler and his subjects. But to Eng-
land at least this policy is impossible. The English Govern-
ment is bound by duty and interest to do all that lies in

their power to arrest mismanagement-----The sole obstacle

to reform appears to be in the character of the ruler. His
financial embarrassments lead almost inevitably to oppres-
sion and his bad faith frustrates all friendly efforts to apply
a remedy. There seems to be no doubt that a change of
policy can only be obtained by a change of ruler.1

The Khedive listened gravely to the communication of the
Consuls and then told them that he would consider the matter
and perhaps refer it to the Sultan. England and France there-
upon instructed their Ambassadors at Constantinople to pre-
vent the Porte from giving way to the Khedive, who had sent
a special envoy to try and enlist the Sultan on his side. The
two Powers were careful not to arouse any international
jealousy by overriding the Sultan and deposing Ismail by
force. Turkey, for its part, welcomed the opportunity of using
her suzerainty over Egypt to humiliate the ambitious Khedive.

On 24 June 1879, news reached the Consuls that the Sultan
had decided to depose Ismail. Although it was midnight, they
went to the Palace and asked for an interview with the
Khedive. The presence at this hour of the Consuls, accom-
panied by Cherif Pasha, caused some fear and confusion in the
Palace. However, the Khedive agreed to receive them, and

1 Pariiamejatary Papers, Salisbury to Lascelles, 16 June 1879.